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New Town News 

Monthly Newsletter of New Town Elementary School 

October  2016 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 What an exciting time of year! Autumn has arrived 

and our students have been working diligently to master 

new skills and expand on previously 

learned content. We encourage all parents/

guardians of students in grades 1-5 to ac-

cess your children’s progress through our 

BCPS One system.  

As we look toward the month of Novem-

ber, we are excited to host American Ed-

ucation Week during the week of No-

vember 14 – 18, 2016. A calendar of the 

week’s events will be provided in the 

coming weeks.  

   In an effort to ensure a safe and or-

derly arrival and dismissal, New Town El-
ementary has established guidelines. Ku-
dos are deserving of students, parents and 
guardians for observing the revised 2016-
2017 guidelines. We thank you for your continued sup-

port.  

Our Vision 

Students at New Town Elementary participate in rigorous and responsive in-

struction that prepares them to meet the challenges and high expectations of 

college and career readiness. Our innovative teachers ensure learning through 

collaboration, critical thinking, communication, and creativity. 

Our Mission 

It is the mission of New Town Elementary School and its community to promote 

student achievement, celebrate diversity and create a nurturing and enthusiastic 

learning environment where lifelong learners will grow as productive members 

of society.  October 18-19 Dining  Out 

October 21 
Schools 
Closed— 
Systemwide PD 

October  27 Picture Day 

October 28 Trunk or Treat 

November 8 
Election Day—

Schools Closed 

November 10 Report Cards  

November 11 

Conference 

Day— 

School closed 

for students 

November 14-

18 

American Edu-

cation Week 

November 24-

25 

Thanksgiving 

Holiday 
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¡Hola estudiantes,  familias y amigos de New Town! 

¡Buenos días!  Es otoño               y  hace mucho sol.   

 

 

My name is Señora Solakian, and I am your child’s 4th grade Spanish teacher.  During class 

time, we ONLY speak in Spanish.  I use LOTS of gestures, repetition, visuals, and words on the 

board to help your child reach the objective of every class.  Though there is no report card grade 

given, I do occasionally give feedback and/or grades for certain assignments so that you and your 

child can have an idea of his/her progress throughout the year.  In addition to me teaching, students 

will be using an online interactive program to supplement for the days they don’t have Spanish 

class.  It is called Middlebury Interactive.  BCPS has paid for all students in a Passport school to have 

access to this program.  They enter the site through BCPS One…and MUST USE GOOGLE CHROME to 

do so.  All students have 24/7 access to this program. 

      There are a lot of ways you can help your child at home to be as successful as possible through-
out the year and even into next year. 

 * Ask each week (on their Spanish class day) what they learned in class. 
 * Ask what they are working on in Middlebury and ask them to show you. (It’s self-paced.) 
 * Get some Spanish books out of the library. 
 * Remind your child to ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE in class at all times.  (This includes  
                  repeating the words/phrases, acting out the vocabulary, and following directions.) 

 

                  Hasta pronto,  
                                                                                                                                          Señora Solakian 

 

Here are some of the vocabulary concepts that we have learned in 4th grade:         

 

¿Cuál es tu color favorito? 

Mi color favorito es _______. 
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During our school counseling lessons, the students have been working on building healthy 
friendships and strategies to help them deal with conflict in a positive, productive way. Please 
ask your child about what they have been working on with Mrs. 
Ragon and Mrs. Fremder!  
 

October 24th – October 31st is National Red Ribbon Week.  
This year’s theme is YOLO: Be Drug Free.  To raise awareness  
of red ribbon week and promote safe, healthy, drug free lives,  
New Town will be hosting a Red Ribbon Sprit Week!  
Students are encourage but not required to be spirited  
throughout the week.  
 
Please partner with us and discuss this message home, at the dinner table, at family out-

ing, and with friends and extended family. Ask your child to share about the activities that 
they are taking part in school.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to seeing everyone’s sporting their school spirt each day! 
 

 

Taryn Fremder 

tfremder@bcps.org 

 

Amanda Ragon  

aragon@bcps.org 

Counselors’ Corner 

Monday: Oct. 24th Proud to Be Drug Free! Wear Red to Kickoff Red Ribbon Week 

Tuesday : Oct. 25th Head to Toe , Drug Free Crazy Hair/Hat and Socks 

Wednesday: Oct. 26th Your Choices are the key to your 
Dreams 

Appropriate School Pajamas 

Thursday : Oct. 27th Voting for my future to be Drug 
free 

Red, White and Blue Attire 

Friday : Oct. 28th Team up Against Drugs Wear your favorite sports shirt or Jer-
sey 

Monday : Oct. 31st Protect Our Drug Free School Super Hero Shirts 

mailto:aragon@bcps.org
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PTA Corner 
 

Dear Parents, 

We hope you are enjoying the fall season and all the pumpkin spice it has to offer. Please 
join us for our October Restaurant Nights on October 18th and 19th at Brookside Pizza in 
Owings Mills. Our next event is Trunk or Treat on Friday, October 28th. We are looking for-
ward to some creative costumes and uniquely decorated cars. Flyers with details will be 
sent home by the end of the week.  

Our upcoming fundraisers include a Wizards Fundraiser (game is against the LA  

Clippers on Saturday, December 18th) and the chance to own some New Town Elementary 
school gear. We appreciate all your support in the coming weeks.  

 

Sincerely, 

NTES PTA 



Page  5 

 

 
 

 

We are just finishing up our digital citizenship unit where students are learning age appropriate lessons on 

how to be safe online.  In fact Baltimore County was given district wide certification by the CommonSense 

organization for being a leader in digital citizenship.  This was a great honor BCPS received.  The library is 

in need of volunteers that can assist in weeding our library collection to make sure it is current and up to date.  

This is an ongoing task.  We will hold a weeding boot camp on Friday, November 4th from 5:30-7:30 for 

those who want to help work on the weeding project for the year.  If you will be attending please contact Mr. 

Redmond at jredmondpalmer@bcps.org.  Another major task we need assistance with is to begin labeling the 

fiction books by genre.  This will allow students to see whether a book is fantasy, fiction, mystery, etc.  If you 

ever want to learn about how to access library materials we will begin putting up tutorial videos to go through 

each of the various resources available for students. 

 

Student and Parent Safety 

In an effort to ensure safety for 

all students during the arrival 

and dismissal, please adhere to 

the motor vehicle traffic laws. 

Additionally, please cross the 

street where the crossing guards 

are assigned.  

 

Daily Arrival 

Please be reminded that the doors at New Town Elementary open at 9:15AM. 

To ensure safety, students should arrive at 9:15AM when staff are on duty.  

Library Learning Commons at NTES  

mailto:jredmondpalmer@bcps.org
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Calling all Volunteers 
 

Volunteers are important members of Team BCPS and help our professional staff sustain effective learning 
environments, enrich the education and experiences of students and build critical partnerships to increase 
achievement for all students. As a volunteer, you are essential to the educational process, as you bring your 
knowledge and skills into our school and strengthen classroom instruction.   
 
Before volunteering in any BCPS school or office, each volunteer candidate, must complete and turn in to 
their child’s teacher an application for the volunteer service and the volunteer training annually. You can find 
these documents and training video on the BCPS website under parent volunteers. http://www.bcps.org/
community/volunteer_info/ 

  
We look forward to having you help our students grow! 

New Town Elementary will join forces with several other Baltimore County 

 elementary schools for  

“Kid’s Helping Hopkins” Build a Bear Weekend.  
 

 

  

The event will take place at the Build a Bear store at Towson Town Mall the 

weekend of November 5th-6th, 2016 from 11am-4pm each day.  Teachers,  staff,  students,   

and their families, as well as local community members are invited to come to the store any time 

at their leisure over the two days, in order to build teddy bears for sick children.  All bears  

created will be donated to The Johns Hopkins Children’s Center on behalf of the schools  

involved.  Bears can be made for as little as $12.00 + tax. We are expecting a positive turn-out 

and are hoping to build over 200 teddy bears!  Teachers will be on hand both days to help, and  

all of the bears will be delivered to the Child Life Department of The Johns Hopkins Children’s 

Center. 

https://email.bcps.org/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=xPHteHuKbSQuHlTZjZyhj1uQKg73iutjlCipigCHwb5BxkyOp9_SCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBiAGMAcABzAC4AbwByAGcALwBjAG8AbQBtAHUAbgBpAHQAeQAvAHYAbwBsAHUAbgB0AGUAZQByAF8AaQBuAGYAbwAvAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bcps.org%2fcommuni
https://email.bcps.org/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=xPHteHuKbSQuHlTZjZyhj1uQKg73iutjlCipigCHwb5BxkyOp9_SCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBiAGMAcABzAC4AbwByAGcALwBjAG8AbQBtAHUAbgBpAHQAeQAvAHYAbwBsAHUAbgB0AGUAZQByAF8AaQBuAGYAbwAvAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bcps.org%2fcommuni
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